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The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission was established through the SF Health Code. Sec. 41.3 
of the Code states: “The Commission shall render written report of its activities to the Board [of Supervisors] 
quarterly.” This report fulfills that requirement. 
 

  

 
The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission advises the Board of Supervisors on issues involving 
animals. People come to Commission meetings to offer their opinions about issues under discussion, and to suggest 
topics that the Commission might investigate further. During the first four months of 2013, the Commission heard 
discussions on the following topics, which highlight animal issues that are of concern to San Francisco residents: 
 
1) People Feeding Wildlife. The Commission has discussed how to stop people from feeding wildlife. Many people 
enjoy feeding wildlife for the chance to see the animals close up and because they believe they are helping the 
animals survive. However this practice often leads to problems both for animals and humans, causing population 
imbalances, attracting rats, and creating wildlife habituated to humans and dependent on them for food. There are 
laws against feeding animals but few signs are posted and there is little if any enforcement or education. Over the 
course of several months, the Commission discussed what could be done to improve this situation and create a 
culture that understands that this is a harmful practice. We heard a presentation from Kelle Kacmarcik, from 
Wildcare’s Wildlife Solutions Program, that outlined the problems caused by feeding wildlife, including loss of foraging 
skills, loss of fear of humans, inadequate nutrition, spread of disease, and overpopulation. Wildlife that are fed often 
become “nuisances” that must then be dealt with, often resulting in the animals’ deaths. The Commission discussed 
ways to improve education about the problems of feeding wildlife, including increasing the number of signs posted 
and putting the cost of a citation for feeding wildlife on the signs, and training docent volunteers who would talk to 
people feeding wildlife and explain why they should not do so. The Commission has also discussed ways to increase 
enforcement of existing laws, including specifically requesting that law enforcement personnel step up enforcement 
actions, particularly in known problem spots such as Stow Lake, Lake Merced, and the lagoon at the Palace of Fine 
Arts. We also considered whether the language against feeding wildlife in the existing Park and Police codes was 
clear enough, or whether it should be strengthened or otherwise changed. Finally, we discussed whether the current 
prohibition on feeding in public spaces, such as parks, streets, and sidewalks, should be extended to private spaces 
such as people’s backyards. The Commission has taken no action on this issue, but will continue to explore ways to 
stop people from feeding wildlife in San Francisco. 
 
 

2) The Importance of Microchipping Pets. In an attempt to raise awareness about the importance of microchipping 
pets, the Commission heard from Mary Bellero, whose dog Little Girl had disappeared and was missing for seven 
years. Little Girl was returned to Bellero after the dog was taken to a veterinarian, who scanned the dog and found a 
microchip that identified Bellero as its rightful guardian. Microchips used in pet identification and recovery are 
programmed to store a unique, permanent identification number. The chip and an antenna are sealed in an airtight, 
biocompatible capsule made of glass. The average microchip is about the size of a grain of rice. The device itself 
contains no battery, and its electronic circuitry is only activated when it is being scanned. Animal Care and Control 
inserts microchips in animals before they are adopted from the shelter, and routinely scans lost dogs for microchips. 
Indeed, microchips greatly increase the chances that a lost pet will be reunited with its guardian. Bellero encouraged 
veterinarians to scan all animals brought to them, particularly if the animal has no identifying tags (as was the case 
with her dog), for microchips to confirm the animal’s guardian and help lost pets return home. 

 


